TITLE:  iTouches and Reading: Black Cowboy, Wild Horses
AUTHOR:  Jason Erickson

GRADE LEVEL: Sixth 

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED: About 3 days, 60-65 minutes a day.

PREREQUISITES:  Students would need knowledge of how to operate an iTouch or iPod.

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  Students will use an iTouch or iPod to follow a narrated version of the story “Black Cowboys, Wild Horses” while they read it from the textbook.

OBJECTIVES:  Students will be able to gain a greater understanding of the story and comprehend at a higher level by listening to the narration as they read.  During the activity, they will be answering questions on a worksheet about the story.

Technology standards (NETS*S):

3
Research and Information Fluency: 

B: 
locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.

D:
process data and report results.

4 
Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making:

C: 
collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.

D:
use multiple processes and diverse perspectives to explore alternative solutions.

6
Technology Operations and Concepts

A: 
understand and use technology systems
Academic CCG(s)/strand: 

•Reading.
Listen to and Read Informational and Narrative Text.                                         

•Reading.
Read to Perform a Task.

•Reading.
Listen to and Read Literary Text
INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE:

Prerequisite:  None for the student.  Teacher would need to have done all the prep work (create worksheet, import the story into the iPod and set up the rotations).  Assignment/project to be worked on while others are working on the iTouch/iPod.

Day 1-3:
Students rotate through the iTouch/iPod station to listen and read along with the story, and fill out the worksheet as they follow along.  When finished, they will give the iPod/iTouch to another student who has not done the assignment yet.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS:  For students with special needs, this assignment can be reduced into small segments, maybe two or three questions.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: Have a variety of stories to choose from, ones at a higher reading level.

MOTIVATION: What’s not fun about using an iTouch in school?  Loads of by in.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? Being able to listen to a story being read while reading it gives a student the chance to “hear” the story twice, and in a hands on way.

ASSESSMENT: Students will be graded on:


A completed worksheet.

REQUIRED HARDWARE: Computer, iPod/iTouches, textbooks and worksheets.

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Garage Band, iTunes, audio stories

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION: Read the story and create a worksheet for the story.  Using Garageband, import the story and record yourself reading the questions from the worksheet.  Place the podcast on the iTouch/iPod.

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: None.

OTHER MATERIALS: Materials for the assignment/project to be done while waiting or finished with the iTouch/iPod.

