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APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED:  Depends on length of reading selection. (About 60 minutes or two class periods for my lesson on “Medusa’s Head”)

PREREQUISITES: Teacher needs an audio track of a reading selection and access to GarageBand. Students need ITouches (or IPods) that hold the teacher-created audio track and a basic understanding of how the ITouch works. 

BRIEF OVERVIEW: Teacher uses GarageBand to record and splice his or her own comprehension questions with an audio track of a reading selection. Students will listen to the new track on ITouch headphones as they are reading and work at their own pace, following prompts to answer questions.

OBJECTIVES: Students will increase their reading comprehension and realize the benefit of breaking down long reading selections into manageable chunks.

Technology standards (NETS*S)

3d. process data and report results.

4b. plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project.

5a. advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology.

5b. exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.

6a. understand and use technology systems.
Academic CCG(s)/strand

EL.06.RE.03 Listen to, read, and understand a wide variety of informational and narrative text, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

EL.06.RE.05 Demonstrate listening comprehension of more complex text through class and/or small group interpretive discussions across the subject areas.

EL.06.LI.02 Demonstrate listening comprehension of more complex literary text through class and/or small group interpretive discussions.

EL.06.LI.03 Identify and/or summarize sequence of events, main ideas, and supporting details in literary selections.
INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE
1. Teacher selects reading material with an accompanying audio track.

2. Teacher breaks the reading material into manageable chunks and creates comprehension questions for each chunk.

3. Teacher records questions in Garageband and splices them with the audio track, prompting students to pause the IPod and answer the questions on an accompanying worksheet.

4. Students are given reading material, worksheet, and loaded ITouch with headphones.

5. Students press “Play” and follow along with the audio track until prompted to stop and answer the first question.

6. Students continue the process until finished with the reading selection and worksheet.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS: These students will benefit from having the selection read aloud to them. Having the selection divided into smaller, more manageable chunks will help their comprehension. Also, students will work independently at their own pace.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: More challenging and thought-provoking questions can be created for these students and spliced into an alternate audio track. An alternate worksheet would also need to be created to go along with it. If this isn’t practical, a scaffolded follow-up activity with built in choice can be created for all students to do after completing the reading and worksheet.

MOTIVATION: Students love listening to headphones with their own ITouch or IPod. This provides intrinsic incentive. They also enjoy having control of the pace, only pressing “Play” when they are ready to continue.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? Listening to audio recordings that accompany reading material is a great way to expose students to more challenging material. The story that I chose, “Medusa’s Head,” is full of tricky Greek names and places that kids would struggle with independently. Using a personal device like an ITouch gives students more control. They can “rewind” when necessary and “pause” for as long as needed.

ASSESSMENT: Worksheet will be evaluated for accuracy of comprehension. Informal assessment during class discussion will follow. Further assessment would depend on further activities chosen by the teacher. 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: ITouch or IPod loaded with audio track, headphones

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: GarageBand, ITunes

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION:  Creating the teacher-spliced audio track and the worksheet

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: Original audio recording

OTHER MATERIALS: Reading text, worksheet

