TITLE: Using Clickers to Grade Writing Samples

AUTHOR: Tom Cantwell

GRADE LEVEL: 6

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED:  About 30 minutes per sample

PREREQUISITES: Students need a basic understanding of the six state writing traits and the six-point grading rubric. Students need clickers and a basic understanding of how they work. 

BRIEF OVERVIEW: Student pairs will read a student writing sample downloaded from the ODE website. Students will use the six-point grading rubric to assess the writing sample for all six traits. They will use clickers to project their answers, which will be discussed as a class.

OBJECTIVES: Students will grade other students’ writing samples in order to become familiar with how their own writing will be assessed.

Technology standards (NETS*S)
1d. identify trends and forecast possibilities.

2a. interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media.
3d. process data and report results.

4c. collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.

5b. exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.

6a. understand and use technology systems.
Academic CCG(s)/strand

EL.06.WR.07 Use a scoring guide to review, evaluate, and revise writing for meaning and clarity. 

INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE

1. Students are placed in pairs of differing ability levels. Each student receives a blank grading rubric. Each pair receives a copy of the writing sample.

2. Teacher reads the writing sample aloud while students follow along. Teacher reads it word for word, not correcting for any mistakes.

3. For the first writing sample, students grade one trait a time. Remind students what they should look for, give them time to discuss and record their grade, and then use the clickers to reveal their grades.  (Student pairs should try to agree on a grade, but they may end up with different answers.)

(Use “Verbal” in CPS and choose “MC6”)

4. Reveal the official state score and share the explanation. Discuss and continue with the next trait. When finished, discuss whether the writing sample meets the state benchmark or not.

5. For future writing samples, students can grade all six traits at the same time.

6. Students should be exposed to at least three writing samples, in this order: one that meets the benchmark, one that does not meet, and one that exceeds.  

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS: When pairing students, teacher should insure that special needs students are paired with proficient students or instructional assistants, as appropriate.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: These students will naturally take on a leadership role in their pairs. Assessing other work requires higher-level thinking, which will suit these students well.

MOTIVATION: Students love the clickers! This provides intrinsic incentive. They also enjoy reading stories written by other Oregon middle school students.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? Clickers enable the class and the teacher to accurately see how the class assesses student writing samples for each trait. This in turn enables the teacher to assess the class’s understanding of the traits. 

ASSESSMENT: No formal assessment, but students who accurately match their projected grades to the actual state grades (4 out of 6 correct?) can be rewarded. 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: Clickers

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: CPS

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION:  Understand how to use clickers

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: ODE site to download samples

OTHER MATERIALS: Writing sample, Blank grading rubric

