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APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED: For the actual project, my class needed about two 65-minute periods.  There was a lot of work done before they began working on their projects (notes, class discussions, etc).

PREREQUISITES:  Students will need to know the definition, effects, hazards/dangers, health issues, emotional/social/mental issues that are associated with Tobacco, Inhalants, Alcohol, Chewing Tobacco, and Marijuana.

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  This is a “report” where students work in pairs to create a fact sheet for one of the previously mentioned drugs.  They will be using comic life to present their work.  They did not access the internet for this assignment, I gave them all the information they would need, they just needed to sort through it and pull from it what they needed.

OBJECTIVES:  Students will work in pairs and use lap tops and Comic Life to record and present a fact sheet about one of the following drugs: Inhalants, Alcohol, Marijuana, Smoking Tobacco, and Chewing Tobacco.

Technology standards (NETS*S):

1
Creativity and Innovation: 

A:  Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.  

B:  Create original works as means of personal expression.

3 
Research and Information Fluency

A:  plan strategies to guide inquiry.

B:  locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.

D:  process data and report results.

5
Digital Citizenship

B:  Exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.  

D:  Exhibit leadership for digital citizenship.
Academic CCG(s)/strand: 

•Writing.  Identify audience and purpose.                                         

•Writing. Use the writing process-prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.

INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE:

Prerequisite:  This is an end of the unit type project.  Students have background knowledge on the types of drugs to be discussed and reported on.

Day 1:
Pair students up and allow them to choose one of the five topics to be reported on (Inhalants, Chewing Tobacco, Smoking Tobacco, Marijuana or Alcohol).  Make sure that each topic is coved by a minimum of two groups; this allows you the chance at the end of the project to call upon multiple groups to teach the class about their topic.  Pass out a packet of information to each group based on their chosen topic (I got my information from www.kidshealth.org).  Next, have them on a sheet of paper draw a large box (as big as the paper).  This represents their comic life page.  Have them create a rough draft of their assignment.

Day 2:
Once rough drafts are complete, have student create their reports on comic life.  Save to the server or to a jump drive.

Day 3:
Presentation day.  Have students present their reports to the class.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS:  For students with special needs, this assignment can be reduced into small segments, maybe two or three main points.  Choose this student’s partner, one who will be willing to help them with the computer component.
MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: Allow the TAG students to cover more than one of these drugs.  Maybe allow them to report on a drug that is not from the list.  They could also report on the effects of illegal narcotics from another point of view (from the user’s POV or a Drug Force Task Member, etc).

MOTIVATION: Comic Life allows the student to quickly place ideas without needing to go into full detail (get straight to the point).  It also livens up the project in very hands on creative ways.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? Students will learn how to take notes from a text, to decipher what is important in the text.  

ASSESSMENT: Students receive a grade for a complete rough draft.  They will earn at least a C if they have at least 7 facts and a title.  They can earn at least a B if they have at least 7 facts, a title and the report is neat and colorful.  They can earn an A if they have more than 7 facts, a title, and the report is neat and colorful.  Students will receive a bonus of 5 points if they choose to do an oral report to the class using their assignment.

REQUIRED HARDWARE: Computer.

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Comic Life.

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION: The teacher should create an example of the rough draft and final draft to show the class.  A packet of information should be gathered for each of the drugs to be researched (I got mine from www.kidshealth.org).  Make sure that you have access to computers for a minimum of two days.

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: Access to the internet is not necessary, though you could easily modify this assignment to do so.  You may need an overhead projector to display student work.  You may need a jump drive or access to a server to save student work.

OTHER MATERIALS: Have a teacher example ready to show.

