Lesson Plan Outline - TILT '08-'09

TITLE—The Berlin Wall

AUTHOR—Janice Ketsche


GRADE LEVEL—6th

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED—Varies depending on class interest, but up to 2 class periods (100 minutes)

PREREQUISITES—An understanding of the timeline of German history in the early 20th century and the events that led to the construction of the Wall

BRIEF OVERVIEW—Students learn about the construction of the Berlin Wall, life behind the wall, escapes, and the events that led to its fall.  They also learn about the effects of the Wall on the people and the impact of the fall.  They do this through visuals such as maps, photographs, and artifacts.

OBJECTIVES—Students will be able to describe what the Berlin Wall was.  They will be able to explain its place in German history and its impact on the German people both at that time and in modern times.  Students will be able to speak with confidence about its chronology, geography, and cultural significance while beginning to explore the politics involved.

technology standards (NETS*S)—Standard 3:  Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.  Students located, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.  Standard 5:  Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and ethical behavior. 

 academic CCG(s)/strand—SS.08.CG.06.01—Identify and give examples of how groups and organizations can influence government policy of decisions and describe how these actions can lead to such influence.

SS.08.CG.08—Understand various forms of government.

SS.08.GE.01.01—Use maps, charts, and graphs to understand patterns of movement over time and space

SS.08.GE.04.02—Identify, locate, and compare the cultural characteristics of places and regions.

Various writing standards will be included in follow-up lessons as students express themselves regarding their opinions on the Wall and its effects.

INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE—This is an interactive lecture with visual aids and mini-activities interspersed throughout.

The teacher will explain the history of the building of the Wall beginning with pictures of the days before the Wall.  In a brief simulation, the classroom is divided in half.  Students are assigned families, jobs, and locations throughout the classroom with which to interact.  Students then “go to sleep” (put heads on desks).  When they wake up, half of the class is designated East, and the other half is West.  Students are separated from their families, coworkers, etc.  Pictures of the first days of the wall and its construction are shown using a document camera.

The Wall’s history and development is explained, including escape attempts, security, pictures of life behind the Wall, and the concept of citizenship.  Additional photos as well as the teacher’s passport are shown using the document camera.  Finally, the events of the fall of the Wall are reconstructed and discussed, again using the document camera.  A piece of the Berlin Wall is also shown under the camera.  Students will also have the opportunity to handle the passports and the piece of the Wall.

The teacher will project maps of Germany today.  Using the Interwrite Pad, the teacher will be able to demonstrate the geography of a divided Germany and of Berlin’s location within Germany.  Lines denoting old borders can be drawn in using the Interwrite Pad, and various map programs such as Google Earth can show how things have changed.  Students will be able to manipulate the pad to ask specific questions regarding the map or the geography of a divided Germany and the Berlin Wall.  The class will use these maps throughout the lecture.

A part of the discussion also centers around the censorship and media behind the Wall.  Students will discuss how things would have been different if today’s information technology would have existed.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS—Because this is an interactive lecture, students can ask questions as they arise.  Literal examples, visuals, and even role play help learners of all levels.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS—See above.  It should be noted that students the nature of the questions require different types and complexities of answers, and students ready to explore the topic further tend to ask questions requiring more in-depth and analytical answers.  Additional opportunities for advancement with the material will be offered in follow-up lessons.

MOTIVATION—Students are prepped through a chronology, a brief imaginative exercise, and possibly some visuals and references in other areas prior to the lesson.  The topic is inherently interesting, and the instructor’s personal interest tends to pique student curiosity.  Anecdotes and extensive visuals and manipulatives help engage less motivated students.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING?  Students will be able to see immediate visual representations of the topic at hand and will not have to wait for them to be passed around.  They will be able to ask questions regarding what they see, and these questions will be relevant to the entire class, as all students are seeing the same visuals.  They will be invited to interact with the map as well.

ASSESSMENT—Students will be assessed through their participation in discussion and their questions as well as through a project in which they create their own Wall graffiti on butcher paper.

REQUIRED HARDWARE—Document camera, Interwrite Pad, computer to project maps

REQUIRED SOFTWARE—map software and/or Google Earth

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION—Teacher must find and tab appropriate pictures in books about the Wall.

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY—Google Earth

OTHER MATERIALS—Books about the Berlin Wall, historical photographs, passports, piece of the Wall

