TITLE:  This I Believe iMovie presentation
AUTHOR: Paula Loftin 

GRADE LEVEL: 8th grade

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED: three to four weeks

PREREQUISITES: knowledge of iPhoto, iMovie, Garage Band, internet research skills, ability to acquire photos, music from the web or import from other sources. 

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  Students will read and study/discuss a variety of published “This I Believe” essays, then write their own “This I Believe” essay.  As a final project they will create an iMovie with photos/drawings and music to accompany their reading of their essay.  Final projects will be displayed on a curriculum night open to the community.

OBJECTIVES:  Students will demonstrate writing skills and ability to produce a project in iMovie as part of a final eighth grade project.
Technology standards (NETS*S):

· 1AB Creativity and innovation: Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.  Create original works as a means of personal or group expression.
·  4B Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making: Plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project.
·  5BD Digital Citizenship:  Exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.  Exhibit leadership for digital citizenship.
·  6ABCD Technology Operations and Concepts: Understand and use technology systems.  Select and use applications effectively and productively.  Troubleshoot systems and applications.
Academic CCG(s)/strand: 

· WR. Identify audience and purpose.

·   WR  Use the writing process-prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing successive versions.

·   WR  Discuss ideas for writing with classmates, teachers, and other writers, and develop drafts alone and collaboratively.

· SP Use speaking techniques, including voice inflection, tempo, and enunciation for effective presentations.
INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE: 

Two weeks will be spent hearing, reading and discussing a number of published “This I Believe” essays, followed by student access to the “This I Believe” website where they will read a variety of essays available on –line.  Students will summarize and critique one essay of their choice, then begin writing their own essay.  Students will be expected to re-write and revise their essay until it is suitable for publication.  Some students may choose to submit their essays to the “This I Believe” publishers for consideration.

Once their essays are completed to the required standard, students will begin to choose images and music using the internet, Garage Band, and  iTunes, to create a final project in iMovie.  Students will be expected to create a storyboard prior to the production of the iMovie project.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS:  

These students will receive more guidance in the writing portion of the project   

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: 

TAG students can be challenged each step of the way, perhaps writing a more in depth essay, creating more slides, and including more advanced features for their presentations. 

MOTIVATION: 

Use of computers and other technology is  very motivating for students, as is the personal choice of writing topics, and the ability to present their project not only to their classmates, but also for their families.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? 

Technology will enhance the planning, organization, writing, and presentation skills.

ASSESSMENT: 

Assessment will occur at the end of each stage of the project.  Rubrics will be used to grade students work at each stage.  There will also be a daily progress check to make sure students are completing work at an adequate pace.

REQUIRED HARDWARE: 

Computers, digital cameras, document cameras, and a projector

REQUIRED SOFTWARE:
iPhoto, iMovie, Garage Band

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION: 

Teachers should have a high level of comfort with the software, have all the necessary hardware available, and it would be best if the teacher has an example to share with students.

