Title: The Fertile Crescent

Author: Jason Miller

Grade Level: 6th
Approx. Time needed: 2 days at 45 min of time each

Prerequisites: Read and completed chapter 3: The Fertile Crescent. This includes doing vocabulary work, comprehension questions, map work, Internet presentations, graphic organizers and class discussions.

Brief Overview: The students will show mastery of the Fertile Crescent with the use of the clickers. They will be showing an understanding of vocabulary, comprehension questions and critical thinking. They will also be doing group/pod work to create their own Sumerian city using details that they have learned from the book/lectures.

Standards: 

ODES


SS.08.HS.05 Understand the political, economic, and cultural impact, and lasting influence of early civilizations on world development.


bullet 
SS.08.HS.05.01 Understand the major characteristics and historical influence of the early civilizations of Mesopotamia, Indus River Valley, Egypt, the Americas, Greece.

NETS *S

1. Creativity and Innovation

Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology. Students:

a. apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.

b. create original works as a means of personal or group expression.

c. use models and simulations to explore complex systems and issues.

2. Communication and Collaboration

Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others. Students:

a. communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats.

d. contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.

4. Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making


Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources. Students:

a. plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project.

b. collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.

c. use multiple processes and diverse perspectives to explore alternative solutions.

Procedures: 

Day 1) Students will work in pods (groups of 3 or 4). There, they will illustrate what a Sumerian city will look like. They must draw, label, and color each of their pictures. Each group has the entire period to collaborate their ideas and place them on a large sheet of drawing paper to create their city. The expectation is that this is a pod race and the group who can place the most items on their map and rationalize them wins.

Day 2) 

A) The next day the students will be using the document camera to display their cities. They will explain all the items that have been placed in their city to the class and why they where important to have. The group with the most items wins.

B) Then, The students will be using their clickers to answer the unit review that is on pages 38 & 39 of the history book. They will be answering the vocabulary, comprehension and critical thinking questions to show mastery and understanding of the chapter. This will also help the students prepare for the chapter test that they will be doing the next day. 

Modifications for SPED & Tag students: The pods are all mixed in ability. SPED and TAG students have the ability to collaborate and share their ideas as the students create their cities. As I walk around the room I am able to help SPED students find the pages where they can get information about the Sumerian cities and for the TAG students push them because the assignment is open ended. By working together, the groups can be using the strengths of the group to do well on this project. The unit review is the individual’s ability to understand all that has happened so there are no real modifications needed for this.

Motivation:  The students are motivated to work in groups, to use the clickers, and the friendly competition that exist for the best city. This was evident by the conversations that were taking place, the ideas that were flowing, and the pages that were being flipped to find new items for their map.

Assessment: In working as a group, the pods were expected to find at least 12 items on their city to pass. This meaning that they had to know how to work together as a group to assign who is looking up the material, who is drawing it, who is labeling it, who colors it, not to mention where should it go and is this really important for our city.


As for the rest of the unit review, the assessment lets me know how ready the class is for the chapter test. The students get to see immediately what their grade was for those three parts. What made it exciting is that since a student didn’t know what they missed, they could have checked out a history book and redid the unit review for a higher grade. This made a new modification for all students and helped some better prepare for the test because they knew immediately if they were ready for the test or not.

Required Hardware: Clickers, Smart board, Projector, teacher computer

Required Software: Aver vision, Smart board tools, and CPS software

Require Teacher Preparation: Have paper for cities, color pencils; books accessible, set up answers in CPS for unite review.

