Lesson Plan Outline - TILT '08-'09

TITLE—The Bracelet Podcast

AUTHOR—Janice Ketsche


GRADE LEVEL—6th

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED—Varies depending on exact requirements, but up to 10 class periods for project completion (500 minutes), 1 class period of that for technology instruction, directions, and practice.

PREREQUISITES—Reading the story The Bracelet and having some background knowledge of Japanese American internment camps

BRIEF OVERVIEW—Students learn about the Japanese-American experience through composing and performing a fictional piece.  They also practice their writing and speaking skills.

OBJECTIVES—Students will be able to prepare and deliver a fictional monologue in the form of a podcast.  They will exhibit understanding of the speaking traits through application and creation of the podcast.  They will also understand how to use technology to enhance their work without overwhelming the monologue with effects.

technology standards (NETS*S)—Standard 1: Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products using technology.  Students apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes and create original works as a means of personal expression.  Standard 6: Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems, and operations.  Students understand and use technology systems, select and use applications effectively and productively, and troubleshoot systems and applications.
 academic CCG(s)/strand—Various reading and writing standards are addressed during the preparation (reading the story and drafting the podcasts) and follow-up.

EL.06.SL.01-Develop a focus and a point of view

EL.06.SL.032-Match the purpose, message, occasion, and delivery to the audience

EL.06.SL.03-Organize information using supporting details, reasons, descriptions, and examples.

EL.06.SL.04-Emphasize key points to assist the listener in following the main ideas and concepts.

EL.06.SL.05-Support opinions with detailed evidence and with visual or media displays.

EL.06.SL.06-Use language effectively to convey the message and make the content clear.

EL.06.SL.07-Use correct grammar consistently

EL.06.SL.08-Use effective rate, volume, pitch, and tone, and align non-verbal elements [in this case sound effects] to sustain audience interest and attention
INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE—This is an ongoing project with front end instruction in both technology and subject.

The students will have read the story The Bracelet in their texts.  Throughout the story the teacher will supply background information and context regarding Japanese-American internment.  Students will use what they have learned to create a first-person fictional narrative regarding the experience of being sent to an internment camp.  Once students have a working draft and have practiced with partners they are ready to begin podcasting.

The teacher will project the Garage Band application and demonstrate its use.  Students will observe and ask questions before the class is given laptops.  The teacher will also play sample podcasts for students to critique.  Students will be asked to identify strengths and weaknesses in the speaking traits while listening to these podcasts.  Sample flaws might include inconsistent speed, frequent stops and stutters, or mumbling.  Other problems might include poor editing, distracting sound effects, or overly edited choppiness.  Teacher will lead a discussion on how to speak effectively as well as demonstrate how to use the technology as a practice tool.

Students will then be given laptops.  They will practice recording their names; the first time they will all record simultaneously.  The class will discuss problems with background noise and its effects on the technology.  The teacher will guide students to an understanding of modified classroom expectations, procedures for recording, and problems with the technology.

Students will then begin practicing the recording and editing processes using their names or pre-arranged sentences.  They may experiment with voice modification, editing, sound effects, and anything else the teacher would want them to use.  Students may also be instructed in the use of headsets, how to save work, and other housekeeping procedures regarding the use of the equipment, the technology itself, and the behavior surrounding its use.  Students should be given some time to play so that they can be more serious once they actually start recording.

Students are also assigned partners during this time.  The partner is their first resource for troubleshooting, answering questions, and providing critiques or feedback.  This alleviates the burden on the teacher.  If a particularly strong student is identified, that student may become a resource for troubleshooting at the teacher’s discretion.

In the following days the students will record their podcasts.  The teacher will troubleshoot the technology, help students in their use of technology as an enhancement, and help students remember the purpose and focus of the project by guiding students back to the speaking traits.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS—The modifications for most special needs come during the writing phase when students are planning their drafts.  Some students may need additional support when saving work or as problems arise.  Because the teacher is not instructing directly, it is simple to work with students one-on-one.  Students will also have a peer partner who can help with certain needs.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS—See above.  TAG students may also assist the teacher in troubleshooting or work with peers to provide constructive feedback.

MOTIVATION—Students are prepped through intensive discussions regarding the history as well as the ethical questions involved in Japanese-American internment.  By bringing in a moral component, most sixth graders will relate more readily to the topic.  Because the narratives are first-person, students develop an increased sense of ownership of the topic.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING?  Students will be able to practice formal speaking in a less scary way as there is no audience of peers and even the teacher is not giving immediate feedback.  Because they can listen to the recording as they go, students will be able to self-assess and take steps to improve during the process rather than afterwards.  They will gain an understanding of the importance of preparation and practice for a good speech as well as an awareness of their own voice and abilities.

ASSESSMENT—Students will be assessed through their participation as well as on the quality of their final product.

REQUIRED HARDWARE—Laptop computers, headphones (ideally with speakers)

REQUIRED SOFTWARE—Garage Band

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION—Teacher must prepare sample podcasts, obtain equipment, and be prepared to troubleshoot the technology.

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY—n/a

OTHER MATERIALS—Textbook, reference materials on topic

