TITLE:  South American Art – Virtual Museum Visits
AUTHOR:  Debra Dean

GRADE LEVEL: 7

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED: 2 50-minute class periods

PREREQUISITES:  None, other than that students have familiarity with using the Internet.  This lesson is also probably most valuable if it is presented in the context of a unit on South and Central America, so that students have some familiarity with the cultural geography of the region.

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  This is a humanities lesson that is centered on the art of South and Central America, but could be adapted for any culture by identifying a different set of websites for students to explore.  Students will visit a series of websites focused on South American art.  For each website, they will draw some representative examples of the art they found on the site, make a personal assessment of the art/objects they viewed, and choose one piece/object for which they will write a richly-detailed description, so that the reader can envision the piece through their words.

Another observation to be drawn from this lesson is the utilitarian value of art in many cultures, especially non-Western ones.  Some of the websites ask students to look at clothing, baskets and pottery that are both beautiful and useful.

OBJECTIVES:    Students will:
1. Independently explore a range of art objects and examples of handcrafts from the varied cultures and countries of South and Central America.

2. View art and cultural artifacts online; develop and express a personal response to what they see there.

3. Create verbal and written descriptions of art or craft objects, using detailed descriptive language.

TECHNOLOGY STANDARDS (NETS*S):

Research and Information Fluency

Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information. Students:

a. 
plan strategies to guide inquiry.

b. 
locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.

c. 
evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks.

Digital Citizenship

Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and ethical behavior. Students:

b. 
exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.

c. 
demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning.

ACADEMIC (CCG’S) STRAND: ENGLISH AND LANGUAGE ARTS

Writing: Communicate supported ideas across the subject areas, including relevant examples, facts, anecdotes, and details appropriate to audience and purpose that engage reader interest; organize information in clear sequence, making connections and transitions among ideas, sentences, and paragraphs; and use precise words and fluent sentence structures that support meaning.

EL.07.WR.10 Write for different purposes and to a specific audience or person, adjusting style and tone as necessary to engage the interest of the reader.

EL.07.WR.13 Use varied word choices to make writing interesting and more precise.

ACADEMIC (CCG’S) STRAND: ARTS

Arts:  Historical and Cultural Perspectives

Understand how the arts can reflect the environment and personal experiences within

a society or culture, and apply to one's own work.

AR.08.HC.03 Explain how works of art from around the world reflect the artist's environment, society and culture. Understand the place of the arts within, and their influences on, society.

AR.08.HC.04 Explain how the arts serve a variety of purposes, needs and values in different communities and cultures.

INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE:

Day One:  Present the objectives of the lesson and outline what students will be doing.  Explain that, in order to be ready to do the website activities, they will need some practice in describing what they see.

Arrange pairs of students so that only one student in each pair can see the projector screen.  The student who cannot see the screen should have a piece of paper and a pencil.

Once students are correctly seated, use the document camera to display one of the objects that you have brought from home.  The student who can see the screen has to describe the object in detail, and verbally guide their partner in drawing the object.  The “speaker” can’t touch the paper, and the “drawer” can’t turn around until both students feel they’ve done their best to draw the object.

Have students switch places, and repeat the process with a new object.

Next, have all students return to places where they can see the screen.  Display on the screen the written description you’ve created of your third object.  Based only on what they read, ask students to draw a picture of the object from its description.  Give students time to draw their image of the object, and compare it to those sitting near them.  When they’ve completed the task, take out the object and display it to the students.  Discuss how closely they matched the description with their drawings, and what helped them to draw it accurately.

Finally, show students the images that you have chosen to elicit their comments.  Clarify the different between expressing an opinion, and providing a verbal description.

Day Two:  Review the activities of the previous day, and the distinction between comments and descriptions.  Then distribute the assignment sheets, and explain the task to students; that they will visit a number of websites, and view lots of different examples of art and hand-crafted objects from the area they’ve been studying; that you’d like them to express their personal reaction to the art, and to carefully describe one object in words, so that you can imagine, from their writing, what the piece of art looks like.
The rest of the lesson is student-directed.  Your task is to circulate, encourage, and trouble-shoot.
MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS: Peer support and interaction in the “warm-up” activities of the lesson made those portions accessible to everyone.  The main body of the lesson is self-directed, in the sense that students select which objects they choose to view, draw, and write about. Students were also allowed to select websites, and not required to visit them all.  Consequently, the number of websites a student responded to could be modified.  The opportunity to draw as part of the lesson was a “break” for some students, and allowed others to show a talent they don’t usually get to demonstrate.  Personal comments can’t be “right” or “wrong,” so that any student could experience success in that portion of the assignment.  My assessment of visual descriptions was reflective of my knowledge of the individual student’s capabilities.
MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS:   This is a self-directed lesson, in the sense that students select which objects they choose to view, draw, and write about.  Students who are strong writers or have a strong interest in art can be encouraged to go into greater depth in both their visual representations, and their descriptions of the objects.  Students were also allowed to select websites – I required that they respond to three or four websites, rather than all six.  Students who had the time or interest, however, could complete them all.  Gifted students could also have the option to seek additional websites that would provide additional examples.

MOTIVATION:   Students were easily involved in this lesson. They enjoyed the interaction and novelty of the partner activities.  They were interested in viewing the objects, and appreciated the opportunity to draw as a part of the assignment.  The website with the virtual museum was one that most students really enjoyed exploring.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING?   It would not be possible to do this lesson without the technology!  The Internet gives students access to museums throughout the world, and to view some objects at a much closer range than they would see, even visiting the museum itself.  The level of self-direction is also possible only because of the technology.

ASSESSMENT:  Assessment was based on completion of the assignment document.  Students’ drawings were not evaluated, although I noted positive comments about those who really took time and made an effort to fully sketch what they saw.  I evaluated their comments for genuine and thoughtful reaction to the art and the websites.  Their written descriptions were evaluated for the level of detail, and for the reader’s ability to visualize the object from the description.

REQUIRED HARDWARE:  A document camera and projector were necessary for the initial “warm-up” activities.  I also used the projector to display the written description that students had to draw from.  It’s great to have a 1-to-1 student-to-computer ration, for maximum personalization of the lesson, but students could also be partnered, look at the websites together, and each complete their own copy of the assignment.

REQUIRED SOFTWARE:  None.  Internet access.
REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION:  I brought objects from my home to use for the “warm-up” activities.  I used a small figurine, a cat toy “duckling,” and a porcelain lamp; anything portable and visually unique will work.  The teacher also needs to prepare the written description of one of the objects, so that students can respond.  Finally, the teacher needs to find at least two striking images from the web that can be used to elicit examples of “comments” from students.

For the main part of the lesson, the teacher needs to select the websites that will be used for the activity.  Students will need a copy of the assignment. A teacher using my documents will want to verify that the websites are still active.  

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: 
The following websites were the ones I directed students to: 

http://www.banrep.org/museo/eng/o_agustin.htm
http://mayanculture.com/maya_intro.html
http://www.diegorivera.com/murals/index.php
http://www.myhero.com/myhero/hero.asp?hero=f_kahlo  

(NOTE:  This is not an art site, but it gives a brief description of Kahlo’s life and its challenges, helping students to appreciate her paintings when they view them.)
http://www.pbs.org/weta/fridakahlo/worksofart/index.html
http://muva.elpais.com.uy/
http://www.panart.com/index.html
OTHER MATERIALS: At least three visually unique art objects for students to describe to each other in the “warm up” activities.

See the following pages for the students’ assignment document.

Name  ________________________   Date  ____________________  Section  _______

Here is a list of websites that I found interesting about art and artists from different parts of South and Central America.  For each website that you visit, I would like you to:

· Create two drawings

· Make two personal comments about the art that you see: what is interesting about it, what questions do you have, what do you think of it?

· Write a detailed description of one piece of art that you found on the website, so that someone who reads your description can picture the object in their mind’s eye.

1.  Museo del Oro, Banco de la Repulica, Bogota, Colombia

http://www.banrep.org/museo/eng/o_agustin.htm
This is the Museum of Gold in the capital city of Colombia.  It is located inside the National Bank.  When you go to this website, find the drop-down list that is under the heading Masterpieces.  These images are divided up by region of the country.  Each region will have several pieces for you to look at.  Notice what is different from one region to another.

Drawings:

	
	


Comments:
	1.

	2.


One Object – Describe what you see:

Name  ________________________

2.  Weaving Traditions among the Maya People

http://mayanculture.com/maya_intro.html
This website shows you one of the cultures in which weaving is important.  Look at all of the five segments of the website: materials, techniques, design, patterns and garments.  You might draw one of the garments, or copy one of the patterns.

Drawings:

	
	


Comments:
	1.



	2.




One Design or Garment – Describe what you see:

Name  ________________________
3.  Diego Rivera – Mural Painter 

http://www.diegorivera.com/murals/index.php
Rivera was a painter whose work shows exceptional power and scope.  Notice the level of detail in his murals, and the way he blends the past and present.  You may choose just two details of one or two painting(s) to draw.

Drawings:

	
	


Comments:
	1.



	2.




One Mural – Describe what you see:

Name  ________________________
4.  Frida Kahlo – Extraordinary Life and Art

http://www.myhero.com/myhero/hero.asp?hero=f_kahlo
http://www.pbs.org/weta/fridakahlo/worksofart/index.html
The two websites give you a feeling for Frida Kahlo’s amazing story, and then a glimpse of her unusual realism and painting style.  If you are interested in her work, I’m sure you can find many more images of her paintings on Google images.

She and Diego Rivera were married.  Can you see how they might have influenced each other’s work?

Drawings:

	
	


Comments:
	1.



	2.




One Painting – Describe what you see:

Name  ________________________   

5.  Contemporary Uruguayan Art – A Virtual Museum

http://muva.elpais.com.uy/
This is a very different site.  You enter the museum, and tour by choosing the rooms you wish to enter, and the paintings you wish to look at.

Drawings:

	
	


Comments:
	1.



	2.




One Painting or Object – Describe what you see:

Name  ________________________

6.  Indigenous Art from Panamá

http://www.panart.com/index.html
This website is about objects that are being made today, but reflect the history and culture of Panama from long ago.  This is art that also has a purpose.  It takes careful craftsmanship and years of practice to create pieces with this quality.

Drawings:

	
	


Comments:
	1.



	2.




One Object – Describe what you see:

