TITLE:  Poetry

AUTHOR:  Guadalupe Jones

GRADE LEVEL: Sixth grade and seventh grade

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED: The total time needed is three days for this project.  First you present a specific kind of poetry to your students. Students do pre-writing activities, drafting, revising, and editing. Students publish their poems and present them to the class.

PREREQUISITES:  Students will need to have learned several literary elements like: rhyme, personification, metaphor, simile, verse, stanza, free rhyme, etc.

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  This is a writing class where students will produce an anthology of poetry, short stories, essays, and ballads. At the end of the class, a group of students decide the pieces of writing selected for the anthology.

OBJECTIVES:  Students will learn to use the document camera and present their work to the rest of the class.  If a student chooses not to be in front of the class, he or she may designate another student for the presentation.

Technology standards (NETS*S):

•1AB Creativity and Innovation: Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.  Create original works as means of personal expression.

•5bd Digital Citizenship: Exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.  Exhibit leadership for digital citizenship.

•6ad Technology Operations and Concepts: Understand and use technology systems.  Transfer current knowledge to learning of new technologies.

Academic CCG(s)/strand: 

•Writing.  Identify audience and purpose.                                         •Writing. Use the writing process-prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing.

INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE:

•The total time needed is three days for this project.  The first day you present specific kind of poetry to your students. Students write a couple poems using a worksheet that provides specific samples of the poem and it has activities for students to complete the poems. Next, students discuss ideas for writing their own poems with classmates and teacher and develop a rough draft, they do peer editing, and turn it in. You read the poems to make sure that they are written correctly and edit them if needed.  

•The next day, you take students to the computer lab to type their poems or if students have access to computers at home, they can type the poem as homework.

•On the third day, using the document camera and the projector, students share their poetry.  One student uses the document camera, while the writer of the poem is in front of the class reading his or her poem.  Each student takes a turn using the document camera and presenting his or her poetry.

•You are the facilitator asking students to analyze the poem and to give positive feed back to the writer.  Students are very good at identifying the learned literary elements and they provide detailed feed back to the writer.

•Many students like to share because they like to see their work on the big screen.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS:  For students with special needs, this assignment can be reduced into small segments.  Another student who can help him or her with the computer use can also assist student.
MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: The gifted student can be challenged during the project.  He or she can be required to write a more detailed poem using more literary skills.  Also the tag student can become an aid to other students.

MOTIVATION: Using technology motivates students.  They love to see their work on the big screen. They have the freedom to select the writing they want to share with their peers. It places the students on the spot light and you became a facilitator.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? The technology tool will enhance learning by increasing writing skills, speaking skills, and teach organizational and planning skills.

ASSESSMENT: Students received a grade for every stage of the writing process and they will receive a final grade when their poetry is typed, has a visual, and is presented to the class.

REQUIRED HARDWARE: Computer, document camera, and projector.

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Microsoft word or any other software that will allow the student to print his or her work.

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION: A teacher must find a model to share with the students so students know the expectations.  Teacher must have the overhead projector, computer, and document camera hooked up and ready prior to class.  It is good idea to select one student before the class to be the first student to work with the document camera.

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: Access to the Internet is needed to obtain images and other samples of ballads or other poetry samples.

OTHER MATERIALS: I like to share poems narrated by poets and music with poetic lyrics by using CD’s in the computer. If you choose to do this, you need to have a set of speakers so the class will be able to hear it.

