TITLE:  People Of Power

AUTHOR:  Jackie Kendall

GRADE LEVEL: 8th Grade

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED:  Two weeks

PREREQUISITES: 

~Read and studied various people whom the world considers heroes for accomplishments that have helped other people.


~familiarity with Word software, Pages software, internet research

BRIEF OVERVIEW: Using a consensus definition model the students will define what “hero” means. They will read about various people whom the world considers heroes.   The students will choose a person to research and write a  report on that person's accomplishments and how they helped other people. 

OBJECTIVES:

~The students will  use the internet to research and take notes on  a “person of power” 

~Students will use Pages or Word to word process their research paper.

Technology standards (NETS*S):

~Students apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.

~Students create original works as a means of personal or group expressio

~Students locate, organize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media

ACADEMIC CCG(S)/strand

El.08.RE.24'Compare and contrast information on the same topic after reading several passages or articles

EL.08.RE.02 Listen to, read, and understand a wide variety of informational and narrative text, including classic and contemporary literature, poetry, magazines, newspapers, reference materials, and online information.

EL.08.RE.05 Match reading to purpose—location of information, full comprehension, and personal enjoyment.

EL.08.WR.01 Use a variety of strategies to prepare for writing, such as brainstorming, making lists, mapping, outlining, grouping related ideas, using graphic organizers, and taking notes.

INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE:

1. Consensus Definition activity with the word “Hero”

2. Set criteria for the research project based on the consensus definition activity.  For example: Criteria that my classes established were 1)What were the person”s accomplishments and how did they help other people? 2)What personal challenges or obstacles did they overcome throughout their life?

3. The students choose a person to research that fits the above criteria

4. Based of the criteria the students create a time line of their person's accomplishments and obstacles.

5. Using their time line as a type of graphic organizer the students continue to research and begin writing their paper.

6. Using the writing process the students will complete their papers to the required standard

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS: More guidance will be used for students with special needs.  Dividing the assignment up into smaller parts using more graphic organizers will foster success with the research.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: With this assignment no modifications need to be made because of criteria that goes with it.

MOTIVATION:  Having the students choose the person they will research lends itself to higher motivation. Using word processing for the paper will encourage a higher level of editing and quality.  

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? By word processing, each draft will be much easier to edit and students will not feel the labor of rewrites as much as a hand written paper.  They will be able edit with more ease.

ASSESSMENT:  Students will be graded according to the agreed upon scoring guide. 

REQUIRED HARDWARE:  Document camera, projector, computer lab or laptops 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE:  Pages, Word.

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION:  Sign up for computers/laptops (if necessary) Work with school media specialist on having a number of Biographies available (hard copy and websites)

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: rubistar.4teachers.org

OTHER MATERIALS:  Examples of scoring guides.

