TITLE:  How to use an electronic spell checker
AUTHOR:  Alia Turner
GRADE LEVEL:  6-8
APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED:  One class period
PREREQUISITES:  None
BRIEF OVERVIEW:  The students will try to read poorly spelled writing.  Then, they will learn how to use the Franklin Spelling Ace as a tool to help in the editing process.
OBJECTIVES: To teach students the importance of spelling and to use the Franklin spellers to help them in all writing, but especially the state writing test in 7th grade
Technology standards (NETS*S): 
NET 6a: “Understand and use technology systems” and 6b “select and use applications effectively and productively”
Academic CCG(s)/strand: 
-Writing: Planning, Evaluation, and Revision: 
 Pre-write, draft, revise, edit, and publish across the subject areas.
-EL.07.WR.09: “Edit and proofread one's own writing, as well as that of others, using the writing conventions, and, for example, an editing checklist or list of rules with specific examples of corrections of specific errors.”

INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE:
1. start the class by asking students to read the spelling worksheet  that includes “A Plan for the Improvement of English Spelling “ and answer the questions.  They may need help!
2. Then have student volunteers share their paragraphs.
3. List reasons spelling is important on the board.
4. discuss the importance of spelling and other conventions  in the writing test and the real world, school, applications, publishing, resumes, the workplace, etc.
5. Then, brainstorm possible aids and solutions to poor spelling (dictionary, spelling rules, practice, etc)
6. Add the spell checker to the list.  Explain that we are about to learn how to use them and practice using them.
7. Explain that it is important to CARE for the devices
8. Hand out worksheet and read directions together
9. Hand out spell checkers and complete first one together
10. Complete worksheet in partners or solo depending on group
11. Check in with teacher at end to get grade and okay to go on and play spelling games
12. Students may play spelling games on spell checkers once finished
MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS:  
	1.  Partner with helpful students if low skilled or lacking in technological background
MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: 
	1. Ask them to add mixed up words to the list.  In other words, extend the worksheet and challenge another student that is TAG/finished
MOTIVATION: 
1. The electronics are motivating in of themselves.  
2. Playing the games when finished is also very motivating
HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? 
	Not only will they know how to use an allowable tool on the state writing test, but they will also be more aware of the importance of spelling.  The technology also allows for a more efficient use of editing time
ASSESSMENT: 
	The spelling worksheet
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 
	15 or more electronic spell checkers
REQUIRED SOFTWARE:. none
REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION: familiarity with spell checker.  Do worksheet first.
WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: none
OTHER MATERIALS:  worksheet
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