TITLE:  Vocabulary – finding meaning using context clues

AUTHOR:  Paula Loftin

GRADE LEVEL:  6th (but would work for 7th and 8th, too.)

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED:  30 – 45 minutes

PREREQUISITES:   An understanding of the concept of “context clues”, ability to locate sentence that contains the vocabulary word.

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  Teacher models locating vocabulary words for a class novel buy placing the novel under the document camera and showing students the sentence containing the word.  Students follow teacher’s guidance to find the word/sentence in their own copy of the novel and copy the sentence onto their paper.  Teacher leads students to decide if they have enough information to understand the meaning of the word, or if they have to go “above” or “below” the sentence to get enough context.

OBJECTIVES:

Technology standards (NETS*S):

1. Creativity and Innovation

Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes.

6. Technology Operations and Concepts

Students demonstrate a sound understanding of technology concepts, systems and operations.  Students:

a.  understand and use technology systems

Academic CCG(s)/strand: Vocabulary: Increase word knowledge through systematic vocabulary development; determine the meaning of new words by applying knowledge of word origins, word relationships, and context clues; verify the meaning of new words; and use those new words accurately across the subject areas.

EL.06.RE.09 Understand, learn, and use new vocabulary that is introduced and taught directly through informational text, literary text, and instruction across the subject areas.

EL.06.RE.10 Develop vocabulary by listening to and discussing both familiar and conceptually challenging selections read aloud across the subject areas.

EL.06.RE.11 Determine the meaning of unknown words or words with unusual meanings in informational and narrative text by using word, sentence, and paragraph clues.
INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE:  Students have individual copy of the class novel and a list of vocabulary words with page numbers indicating where they can be found in the text.  Using the document camera, teacher projects the page containing the first word on the list and instructs students to locate the word in their own books.  By projecting the page for the entire class, teacher can point out where the word is found, discuss with students if the sentence containing the word provides enough information to understand the meaning of the word, and demonstrate for students where to go – above the sentence or below the sentence to find enough information to understand the meaning of the word...

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS: Underline the vocabulary word and highlight the entire sentence.  Discuss the idea in the sentence to help students construct meaning, including looking above and below the sentence for more information.  May also use the opportunity to show students how to try out their understanding by replacing the vocabulary word with the one they think defines it to see if it makes sense.   
MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS:  Students may write original sentences using the vocabulary word to show they understand the meaning, and may also come up with synonyms and antonyms for the vocabulary word. 

MOTIVATION: Students enjoy seeing the sentences projected on the screen and like to come up and underline or highlight the selected words/sentences.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING?  The document camera helps guide students in finding the words/sentences in their own books, and makes it easy for the teacher to guide students in finding enough information to understand the meaning of unknown words.
ASSESSMENT:  Students will demonstrate the ability to find sentence containing vocabulary word, and how gather enough information to decide on the meaning of an unknown word. 

REQUIRED HARDWARE: Document camera 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE:. document camera programs

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION: Vocabulary list with page numbers, understanding of how to operate document camera.

OTHER MATERIALS:  Vocabulary lists with page numbers for students, class set of novel  

