TITLE:  Field Trip Comic Life Report

AUTHOR:  Jason Erickson

GRADE LEVEL: Sixth 

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED: 2 Days, 60-65 minutes a day.

PREREQUISITES:  Students will have taken pictures on their field trip, using a digital camera or their phone.  Pictures have been transferred to thumb drives or the server.

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  Students make comic life documents about their field trip to the coast (or wherever).  Final product includes pictures of friends AND science vocabulary (i.e. backwash, dunes, tide pool, etc).

OBJECTIVES:  Students will be able to create a 1-2 page comic life about their field trip using picture either they took, another student took, or the teacher took.  Students will demonstrate their understanding of some science vocabulary terms.

Technology standards (NETS*S):
1
Creativity and Innovation:

A. 
apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.

B. 
create original works as a means of personal or group expression.

C. 
use models and simulations to explore complex systems and issues. Creativity and Innovation: 

2 
Communication and Collaboration:

A. 
interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media.

B. 
communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats.

D. 
contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.

5
Digital Citizenship

B:
exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.
Academic CCG(s)/strand: 

•Writing
Write for different purposes and to a specific audience or person, adjusting tone and style as necessary                              

•Writing
Create an organizational structure that is clearly sequenced and uses effective transitions between sentences and paragraphs to unify important idea
INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE:

Prerequisite:  Students have access to photos from the field trip, whether it be from a thumb drive or the server.

Day 1:
Students load photos from the field trip onto their computers and save the images onto the server.  Images can be loaded from their own cameras or one that the teacher provides (just keep switching out the memory card).  Place pictures on the desktop or in iPhoto if they need doctoring.  Students begin making their comic life document.  Save document to the server.

Day 2:
Continue and finish comic life documents.  Print or save to thumb drives to be graded.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS:  For students with special needs, this assignment can be modified by providing the images for the student (ones the teacher took) and having them make one comic page instead of two.  Provide a storyboard to fill out beforehand.
MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: Ask the TAG students to create a story using their pictures.  One picture should lead to another, with a clear beginning, middle and end.

MOTIVATION: Making a comic out of yourself and friends is very cool.  With the ability to create speech bubbles and alter the images to look like colored pencils, this is nothing but fun.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? Students will be able to demonstrate their knowledge and mastery of vocabulary terms.  Students will need to choose thoughts and spoken words carefully, as they need to make sense.

ASSESSMENT: Students will be graded on:


Importing pictures into their server.


Having a comic life that is at least two pages and has at least four pictures per page.


All vocabulary terms are accounted for and correctly identified by their pictures.

REQUIRED HARDWARE: Computer, digital camera(s), thumb drive(s)

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Comic Life, iPhoto

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION: Teacher takes photos during the field trip to give to students who do not have a camera to do so.  Teacher provides a list of vocabulary terms to look for on the field trip.

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: Access to the server.

OTHER MATERIALS: None.

