TITLE:  Comparing Fiction and Non-fiction

AUTHOR:  Barbara Whitlock

GRADE LEVEL:  6th

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED:  5 - 45 minute class sessions

PREREQUISITES:  Use of graphic organizers

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  Students will use a graphic organizer to show the difference between fiction and non-fiction using two stories as examples of each. After completing a graphic organizer, students will write an essay comparing fiction and non-fiction characteristics with the literature examples.

OBJECTIVES:  Students will be able to identify the characteristics of fiction and non-fiction.

NETS*S

5-b.  Students will exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.

5-c. 
Students will demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning.

6-a. 
Students will understand and use technology systems.

6-b. 
Students will select and use applications effectively and productively.

6-c. 
Students will troubleshoot systems and applications.

ACADEMIC CCG(s)

EL.06.LI.04 Students identify the speaker and recognize the difference between first and third-person narration

EL.06.LI.10 Make reasonable inferences, statements, and conclusions about a text, supporting them with accurate examples

EL.06.LI.13 Identify and analyze the characteristics of poetry, drama, fiction, and non-fiction, and explain the appropriateness of the literary forms chosen by an author for a specific purpose.

INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE: 

Session # 1 Review the characteristics of fiction  

1-2 Hand out the graphic organizer comparing the literary works "Why Monkeys Live In Trees" and "The Case of Monkeys Falling From Trees."

1-3 As a class, read the story of "Why Monkeys Live in Trees." Prentice Hall

1-4.  Using the graphic organizer, list the characteristics that would show this work is fiction.  Randomly choose students to come up to the smartboard and fill in the organizer. 

Session #2 Review the characteristics of non-fiction

2-2 Listen (cd) to the story "The Case of Monkeys falling from trees."

2-3   Using the graphic organizer, list the characteristics that would show this work is non-fiction.  Randomly chosen, have the students come up to the Smartboard and fill in the organizer. 

2-3 Fill in the similarities

Session #3 Using the document camera and the comparison graphic organizer (you may also use a venn diagram) fill in the characteristics of fiction and non-fiction.  Explain to the students that they will write an essay comparing fiction/non-fiction citing the monkey stories as appropriate examples.  Continue into Session #4 if necessary.

Session #4 and #5 - Edit and word process the essay using Pages.

Session #5 - Follow up with a CPS quiz.  Given passages from stories, students will be able to identify each as fiction or non-fiction

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS - Each of the students will be able to work at their own pace and level using the graphic organizers.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS - Tag students will be able to expand their essay citing additional books they have read and giving examples.

Motivation:  Students will be motivated because we will be using the Smartboard, laptops and clickers.
HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING?  Technology will enhance the learning in presentation, writing skills, and assessment.

ASSESSMENT:  Completion of the essay and CPS quiz with examples of fiction and non-fiction cited.  Students will be required to identify each as fiction or non-fiction.

REQUIRED HARDWARE: Document Camera, Smartboard, laptops, clickers

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Literature CD, CPS, Avervision, Pages

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION: Copy organizers, editing sheets, read story and prepare keys for organizers

