TITLE: Communicating with Troops Over Seas

AUTHOR: Anne Glassow

GRADE LEVEL: 6th

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED: Two 65-minute class periods.

PREREQUISITES:  Access to internet for e-mail and Skype video software.

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  Students will brainstorm questions to ask soldiers who will be stationed at Camp Victory in Baghdad, Iraq.

OBJECTIVES:  Students will not only learn to network with troops overseas, but also, learn what the daily life and environment is like for soldiers who are serving in the Middle East.

Technology standards (NETS*S):

1. Students use digital media and environments to communicate and work collaboratively, including at a distance, to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others. 

a. develop cultural understanding and global awareness by engaging with learners of other cultures.

2. 
advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology.

3.
exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.

4.
demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning.

5.
exhibit leadership for digital citizenship.

6. 
understand and use technology systems.

7.
select and use applications effectively and productively.

8.
troubleshoot systems and applications.

9.
transfer current knowledge to learning of new technologies.


Academic CCG(s)/strand: 

SS.08.GE.04 Identify and compare physical and human characteristics of major regions and significant 

places in the world. 

SS.08.GE.04.01 Locate and identify population centers and geographic reasons for their locations. 

SS.08.GE.04.02 Identify, locate, and compare the cultural characteristics of places and regions. 

SS.08.GE.04.03 Recognize relationships between the physical and cultural characteristics of a place 

or region. 

INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE:  As a class, we will  brainstorm a variety of questions to ask troops who are stationed a Camp Victory in Baghdad, Iraq.  I will then e-mail the questions students would like to have addressed to my son and his comrades who are stationed at Camp Victory.  E-mailing the questions will allow for the video streamlining to go more smoothly.  On a scheduled date and time, we will use the software, Skype, to talk  with my son and allow him to answer the questions the class has generated.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS:  Since this is an all class activity, no real modifications are necessary.  I will just make sure to give these kids an opportunity to suggest possible questions.
MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS:   These students can create more in-depth and higher level questions.

MOTIVATION:   Use of technology is very motivating for students.  The ability  to actually talk with the troops and see another country  are very motivating.  It will be much more exciting rather than communicating through “snail mail”.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING?   Students will be much more excited to communicate with  troops through  live video.
ASSESSMENT:  No real assessment, students could follow-up and write letters and send care packages to the troops that we communicate with.

REQUIRED HARDWARE:  Computer  and projector

REQUIRED SOFTWARE:. Internet/e-mail and Skype software

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION:  E-mail the questions that were brainstormed by the class to my son, Marcus, who is stationed in Iraq.

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY:  none

OTHER MATERIALS: none

