Lesson Plan Outline - TILT '08-'09

TITLE—Athens v. Sparta comparison

AUTHOR—Janice Ketsche


GRADE LEVEL—6th

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED—up to one class period (possibly less)—52 minutes.

PREREQUISITES—Students should have read History Alive:  The Ancient World Chapter 27:  Life in Two City-States:  Athens and Sparta.

BRIEF OVERVIEW—Students view a side-by-side comparison of the two Greek city-states.

OBJECTIVES—Students will be able to explain daily life in the two city states and compare them to each other as well as to their own community.

technology standards (NETS*S)—Standard 3: Students apply digital tools to gather, evaluate, and use information.  Students locate, korganize, analyze, evaluate, synthesize, and ethically use information from a variety of sources and media.  Students process data and report results.

academic CCG(s)/strand—Various reading and writing standards are addressed during the preparation (reading the chapter).

SS.08.HS.05.01—Understand the major characteristics and historical influence of the early civilizations of . . . . Greece.

SS.08.HS.03—Identify and give examples of chronological patterns and recognize them in related events over time.
INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE—Students will view a keynote presentation, the slides of which can be advanced using the InterWrite pad.

The students will have read the chapter in their texts. In this chapter students read about daily life in ancient Athens on a variety of topics, including the government, education, roles of slaves and women, and the economy.  They then read about the same topics for Sparta.  They did not do a side-by-side comparison to synthesize the key points.  The keynote, which can be printed and delivered to students or on which they can take notes, offers a topic-by-topic comparison.  The discussion includes talk about how each topic relates to our community.  This additional comparison establishes relevance.  Because it is not on the slides, students must fill it in either in their notes or in whatever format the teacher deems appropriate for the class.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS—Students with visual problems will need preferential seating or a printed (enlarged) copy of the keynote.  Other modifications such as tailored slides are made on an as-needed basis.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS—See above. 

MOTIVATION—Because students have already read the material, they have some ownership of the actual information being presented.  The comparison to Eugene creates additional motivation for students to participate in the discussion, as it establishes relevance and draws on the students’ experiences.  Guided notes are also possible.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? In this particular instance, technology is being used to access a different mode of learning by providing a visual comparison as well as a different structure for the information.

ASSESSMENT—Students will be assessed through their participation as well as on quizzes and tests on the topic.

REQUIRED HARDWARE—Laptop, projector, InterWrite Pad (not necessary, but it is helpful)

REQUIRED SOFTWARE—Keynote

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION—Teacher must prepare the Keynote presentation in advance.  Any guided notes should also be prepared and provided.

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY—n/a

OTHER MATERIALS—Textbook, reference materials on topic

