Social Studies         Africa: Natural Resources


Author: Molly Hammans
Target Grade: 6
Approximate Time Needed:  The total time needed for the entire unit is about 2-50 minute class periods.  The first class period will be used listening to the textbook on iPod shuffles 1-2 times.  Students can replay paragraphs or sections multiple times to clarify the main points of the reading.  Students will complete a guided “As You Read” worksheet to pull the core content from the material.  As a class, the students will share the information that they were able to record and can add more detailed notes as new ideas are contributed in a discussion format.  The second class is used as a self-check on the material.  Students will reflect on the information at home, complete a multiple choice skills check, and then return to class prepared for a clicker quiz on the material.

Prerequisites:  Students will need to have an understanding of Natural Resources; what they are and how they are used.  They will need a general understanding of the geography of Africa and a basic understanding of how an economy works.

Brief Overview:  This unit is part of a greater project to meet the Social Studies benchmarks for 6th grade.  Building background knowledge about Africa and its ancient civilizations link the past with the present and give students a greater knowledge of the world around them.

Objectives:  Students will be able to access grade level materials with the use of technology and alternative assessments.

Technology Standards (NETS):

Academic Standards/Skills to Support the CCG(s):

Instructional Technology CCG(s) Addressed:

Instruction/Procedure:  Students select the correct chapter of the text and listen to the story.  Students may play and replay sections of the text they find complicated or confusing.  Students take detailed notes on the guided “As You Read” section and prepare to share information with the class.  Teacher leads a whole group discussion to review material.  (Insert optional mind map activity here.)  Students complete self check at home.  The following day students will be assessed with a clicker quiz. Teacher will review concepts based on student scores.

Modifications for Students with Special Needs:  This entire lesson is a modification from the general education curriculum for students in an LC setting.

Modifications for TAG Students:  TAG students are generally not in my LC classroom, but the lesson could include an Inspiration mind map of the key content so that I include a multi-sensory component. 

Motivation:  Students are excited to prove their knowledge with the clicker quiz.  My students LIVE to take clicker quizzes.  We compete as a class and if the entire class average is over 75% we earn free time.  Very motivating!

How Will the Technology Tool Enhance Learning:  Students will have access to grade level material through the use of iPods, clickers, and computer generated mind maps.

Assessment:  Clicker quiz

Required Hardware:  Clickers, iPods, Laptop, projector 

Required Software: Audio CD of Textbook, CPS clicker software, Inspiration for optional project
Required Teacher Preparation:  Enter questions into CPS software, download audio CD on to iPods, and set up listening stations

Web Sites and Other Technology:  

