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AUTHOR: Tom Cantwell

GRADE LEVEL: 6

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED:  3 or 4 class periods

PREREQUISITES: Students have finished reading the book “The Whale Rider” and have been writing down questions to the characters throughout their reading. They will form groups, decide on roles, and choose questions to be answered using GarageBand. Students need an understanding of GarageBand and how to make a podcast.

BRIEF OVERVIEW: Students will work in groups to create a mock interview talk show centered around the characters in the novel “The Whale Rider.” They will create a podcast including their voices recorded through GarageBand and images of themselves (in character) taken with PhotoBooth.

OBJECTIVES: 

Technology standards (NETS*S)

1a. apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.

1b.create original works as a means of personal or group expression.

2a. interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media.

2d. contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.

4b. plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project.

5b. exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity.

6a. understand and use technology systems.
Academic CCG(s)/strand

EL.06.RE.04 Make connections to text, within text, and among texts across the subject areas.

EL.06.RE.07 Understand and draw upon a variety of comprehension strategies as needed--rereading,

self-correcting, summarizing, class and group discussions, generating and responding

to essential questions, making predictions, and comparing information from several sources.

EL.06.LI.05 Predict future outcomes supported by the text.

EL.06.LI.06 Determine characters' traits by what the characters say in narration and dialogue.
INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE
1. Students form groups and select character roles.

2. Students select questions from their notes and create answers.

3. Students record questions and answers in GarageBand – one question for each character.

4. Students take pictures of themselves “in character”.

5. Student groups create a visual podcast of their interview.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS: There is a lot of choice built into the activity to accommodate different ability levels. Kids choose which questions to ask and answer. When recording, students can take as many tries as necessary to produce a good voice track.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: These students should be encouraged to ask and answer higher-level questions. There is a lot of room for creativity in creating the “talk show”. Students proficient with the technology can take the lead within their groups when it is time to produce the podcast. 

MOTIVATION: HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING? Daytime talk shows seem to be popular among students, so they should enjoy creating their own version of one. Actually recording their voices offers them the chance to create a lasting product as opposed to something that is spoken once and forgotten. They love posing for PhotoBooth and doing so in character should make it even more fun.

ASSESSMENT: The most heavily-weighted component should be good questions and answers. Other things to assess are a good final product and group participation.

REQUIRED HARDWARE: Laptop

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: GarageBand, PhotoBooth

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION:  Proficiency with the programs, obtaining computers

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: Web images to possibly accent podcasts

OTHER MATERIALS: Reading text, worksheet with questions

