TITLE:  Soldier’s Heart Posters

AUTHOR:  Dorothy Syfert 

GRADE LEVEL: 8th (can also be used at 6th and 7th and adapted to a different book)

APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED:  Two 45-50 minute class periods 

PREREQUISITES: 

~finish reading the book Soldier’s Heart

~familiarity with Word software

BRIEF OVERVIEW:  After reading Soldier’s Heart, students will use Pages to create a poster illustrating the change Charley undergoes throughout from the beginning of the story until the end of the book and write a reflection paragraph.  The two items will be printed and glued side-by-side on complimentary colored paper to be displayed on the bulletin board.

OBJECTIVES:

~As a class, students will create a list of poster guidelines and a scoring guide for the final product

~Students will use Pages or Comic Life to create a visual depiction of the change Charley undergoes throughout Soldier’s Heart 

~Students write a reflection paragraph about Charley’s transformation.

Technology standards (NETS*S):

~Students demonstrate creative thinking, construct knowledge, and develop innovative products and processes using technology.

~Students use digital media and environments to communicate and to support individual learning and contribute to the learning of others.

~Students understand human, cultural, and societal issues related to technology and practice legal and ethical behavior.

Academic CCG(s)/strand: 

~EL.08.SL.03 Use credible and relevant information to convey message.

~EL.08.LI.06 Identify and analyze the development of themes in literary works based on evidence in the text.

~EL.08.WR.17 Use correct spelling conventions.
INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE:

1) Have students brainstorm a list of visuals they would include if they wanted to show Charley’s change from the beginning to the end of the book.

2) Explain assignment—one visual display using Pages or Comic Life

3) As a class, create poster guidelines and a scoring guide.  (rubistar.4teachers.org can be used if desired)

4) Explain the expectations for the reflection paragraph.

5) Demonstrate the basics of creating a poster using Pages (if necessary).

6) Students create their poster.

7) Using Word, students write a reflection paragraph about the book.

8) Project some of the work for the whole class to see.  Students explain why they chose certain images.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS: The assignment is open-ended enough that none are needed.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS: The assignment is open-ended enough that none are needed for the poster.  TAG students will be expected to write more than one paragraph for their reflection.
MOTIVATION:  Students will realize how simple it is to create a high-quality poster.  The story content is also motivating itself.  Using word processing for the paragraph will encourage a higher level of editing and quality.  
HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING?  Due to the ease of information manipulation, students will be more inclined to evaluate their work critically for effective details, organization, and accuracy.

ASSESSMENT:  Students will be graded according to the agreed upon scoring guide.  (Teacher will be sure that accuracy, using both visuals and words, and citing sources are included.)  

REQUIRED HARDWARE:  Document camera, projector, computer lab or laptops 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE:  Pages, Word.

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION:  Sign up for computers/laptops (if necessary)

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: rubistar.4teachers.org

OTHER MATERIALS:  Examples of scoring guides.

