Eurasian History:  Historical Investigation Outline                   Name:__________________

The purpose of this paper is investigate an aspect of modern Chinese history, to answer a research question. Additionally, you will analyze a historical source in terms of origin, purpose, value, and limitation (OPVL). This paper has a very specific format. The first three sections involve a formalization of the research process. In other words, you will write out many of the necessary steps of the research process.

Part One:  Plan of investigation

	A. Your research question:



	B. List the sources you will use to answer your research question. You need a minimum of four different sources. One may be the textbook, at least one must be a print source, and at least one source must come from EBSCO. In your list, be sure to note what type of sources you are using.



	C. From the above, name the one source you will analyze in depth (OPVL, this cannot be the textbook).




Use this space to write, in a 75-100 word paragraph, your plan of investigation for this essay. This paragraph must talk about all of the things you noted in boxes A, B, and C..

Part Two:  Evidence

	Find at least twelve facts that you will need for your essay. In other words, what does your reader need to know about your topic in order for you to answer your question? You must cite the source and page number of each fact you list so you don’t have to go back later and figure out where your information came from! For your final paper, You will type this up as your summary of evidence along with short introductory and concluding sentences
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	Sources and page #

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Part Three:  Evaluating A Historical Source

Take the source you selected to analyze in depth (part1-A) and analyze it for OPVL. The purpose of this section is to assess the usefulness of the source, not to describe its content or nature.

	For the ORIGIN, author’s name(s), where and when the work was published, any pertinent information about the author(s) and/or place of publication.

	


	PURPOSE: your assessment of what the author’s purpose was in writing and publishing this text.

	


	VALUE: of this source as a historical document. What types of questions can you answer with this document? Is it a primary source document, written at the time of the event, or by a witness to the event? Is it a secondary source? If so, how long after the event was it written? How good is the research and bibliography in this document? How credible is the information?

	


	LIMITATIONS: of this source as a historical document. How does the bias of this source undermine its value as a historical source? What about its (lack of, weak) bibliography? The type of source? The scope of the source? 

	


In paragraph form, write a 125-200 word evaluation of your chosen historical source.

