Elements of Algebra II

2011-2012
Instructor:  Lara Kincaid-Salgado  e-mail:  kincaid_l@4j.lane.edu  phone:  (541)790-8083

Text:  Intermediate Algebra With Applications  Augmann Barker Lockwood (Replacement Cost $94)
Office Hours:  Period 2: 8:56-9:46 or by appointment. Find me in 714, or in my office 702 F.

My website can be accessed through the schools home page.

COURSE DESCRIPTION/Learning Outcomes


Elements of Algebra II emphasizes finding solutions and graphing:

          1.
linear equations

          2.
inequalities

          3.
systems of equations

          4.
quadratic equations


 Additional work includes:

           1.
solving rational and radical equations

           2.
simplifying exponential and rational expressions

           3.
operations on polynomials and functions.


Proficiency in the above outcomes will prepare a student to enter algebra II.
What determines your grade:

Assignments:  Daily homework assignment, (hopefully started in class), and the occasional projects.  Assignments are worth roughly 35% of your grade and you lose a point every day that they are late.  There will be a few extra credit opportunities.  Notes are worth one point for each assignment and they need to be C-note format.

Quizzes and Tests: Tests, quizzes, and the final exam make up the other 65% of your grade.  If you are going to miss a test or quiz, please notify me as soon as you know of the expected absence and we will arrange something.

** Please note the following:

If you miss a quiz and your absence is excused, you have two options:  1)  You can make up the quiz if you do so before I hand back the quiz to the class.  or 2)  You can use your test score percentage for that chapter to fill in the missed quiz score. Until the final is taken, the score will be filled in with a 55%.  More then two missed quizzes and we will need to talk.  Tests will need to be made up if the absence is excused.



Course Grade:  Your grade will be based on the following scale:



A  90-100 %



B  80-89 %



C  70-79%



D  60-69%



F  Below 60%
**  Please note that homework, attendance, and test corrections have influence in extreme cases... such as if you end with a 79.7%

**  I plan on updating Basmati every two weeks.

If you choose to take this class Pass or No Pass, you must receive a C or better to receive a Pass.  A D or an F will receive a No Pass.  You must request this option during the first five full days of class.  Please note some colleges do not accept the pass option as a completed math course.
ATTENDANCE AND MAKE-UP POLICY:


I expect you to be in class except due to illness or other excused absences.  The majority of what we do builds on work in class, this includes your interactions with me and your fellow students.  You are responsible for making up any missed homework or quizzes as previously discussed.  You will not receive points for a test, quiz, or homework missed from an unexcused absence.

TARDY POLICY/FOOD POLICY:

Being late is a big pain for me as well as other students.  I expect you to be in class on time.  After 3 unexcused tardies you will be expected to do a little service with me before or after school within 48 hours of the day you hit 3 tardies.  This will be 30 minutes for 3 tardies and you accumulate 10 minutes for every tardy after that.   If you do not follow up with your service with me, you will receive community service hours with the school.


The only beverage allowed is water or a covered cup with tea, no coffee, juice or pop.  (sticky floor issues.)  Food will be allowed at my discretion.

EXPECTATIONS:


This part is simple.  I expect you to come to class prepared and ready to work.  Being prepared includes bringing your text, a scientific calculator, a pencil, your notebook for taking notes and paper for starting assignments.  I expect you to participate with partner activities and take notes.  If purchasing a calculator is not possible due to other circumstances please come see me so we can try to find one for you to use.


As for cell phones:  I don’t want to see them or hear them.  My phone will not be in the classroom and your phone should not be either.  If your parent needs to reach you for an emergency they can reach you through calling the main office at (541)790-8000.  Due to the last few years I have a more defined policy as for cell phone use:


If your phone goes off once in a blue moon I will ask you to turn it off. 


If I find you using it I will take it for the period.  If you use it again I will keep it for the day.  Use it a third time and I will involve the administration. I do promise that I will not look at your phone numbers or text or other such things.  I respect your privacy even if you don’t respect the sanctity of our learning environment. 


If you ever need additional help with homework, please feel free to track me down in my office (702 F) in the math hall or in room 714.

MY LITTLE PET PEEVES:  


It is often handy to know the expectations of others, therefore I thought I would let you know some of the things that I have little or no tolerance for.  Any form of harassment or discrimination does not have a place in my classroom or in this school.  (This is discussed in your school handbook.) Side-talking is also not received well.  That applies to whoever is speaking, be it me, another student, a sub, etc.  Cell phone use and improper i-pod use is really not cool.  Lastly, please ask before you leave the room for whatever reason.  

Appropriate modifications and accommodations will be made for students identified with special needs. 

Si quieres tener una version en Espanol de este documento para tus padres, por favor dime y puedo proveerte uno.

I have read and understand the syllabus for Ms. Kincaid’s Elements of Algebra 2 course.
Student Name (printed)_________________________________
Student Signature______________________________________
Parent Signature_______________________________________
Best phone number for parent during the day_________________

I have read and understand the syllabus for Ms. Kincaid’s Elements of Algebra 2.
Student Name (printed)_________________________________
Student Signature______________________________________
Parent Signature_______________________________________
Best phone number for parent during the day__________________  
