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YDOWN & DIRTY TRICKS
Harry Potter Type Effect

By adding a hard, beveled-edged chiseled effect to a few type characters (along with a very unigue font) the designers of the latest
Harry Potter movie posters were able to create an eye-catching type treatment that captures the old-world London charm of
the film’s wizardry world setting.

FELIX NELSON

P sTEP ONE: Create a new 4x6",
150-ppi document, press D to set
the Foreground color to black, and
then press Option-Delete (PC: Alt-
Backspace) to fill the Background
layer with black. Press X to change
the Foreground color to white, select
the Type tool (T), and enter your
text. (We're using the font Harry
P, Regular, at 163 pt.) Adjust the
baseline shift of the “P"and the “"9"in the Character panel
(Window>Character) to offset them from the “H.” Go to
Edit>Free Transform and drag the bottom middle bounding
box handle to stretch the text. Click the Commit icon (check-
mark) in the Options Bar when finished. Click on the Add a
Layer Style icon (fx) at the bottom of the Layers panel and
choose Inner Glow. Choose Overlay for Blend Mode and enter
100% for Opacity. Click on the yellow color swatch, choose
white as the color, and click OK. Enter 10% for Choke and 10
px for Size (you won't see any difference just yet). Note: There
are several Harry Potter style fonts that will work for this tuto-
rial, or you can just choose a bold, serif font for best results.

STEP TWO: Click on the words “Bevel
and Emboss”in the Styles list on the left
side of the Layer Style dialog. Choose
Chisel Hard for Technique, enter 25% for
Depth, and 20 px for Size. Uncheck the
Use Global Light checkbox, enter 20° for
Angle, and 10° for Altitude. Click -
on the down-facing arrow next | -
to the Gloss Contour thumbnail ’ﬂ
and select the Gaussian contour. |

Check the Anti-Aliased checkbox, . !
and raise the Shadow Mode Opacity to T
100%. Choose Color Overlay from the K

Styles list. Choose Overlay as the Blend ‘ s )
Mode, click on the red color swatch, select a light tan (R:187,
G:143, B:114), and click OK. Choose Gradient Overlay from the
Styles list, set the Blend Mode to Linear Burn, enter 25% for
Opacity, choose Reflected for Style, and lower the Scale to 50%.
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STEP THREE: Choose Pattern Over- [ o= — —— =
lay from the Styles list. Choose Multi- | '
ply as the Blend Mode and click on the |
down-facing arrow next to the Pattern
thumbnail. Click on the right-facing \
arrow in the Pattern Pickerand —— —
select Artistic Surfaces. Click | |[B8 |
Append in the resulting dialog
and choose Washed Watercolor
Paper. Click OK to apply the five | [F5
layer styles. z

STEPFOUR: Create a new layer
(Layer 1) by clicking on the Create
a New Layer icon at the bottom of
the Layers panel. Command-click
(PC: Ctrl-click) on the text layer
thumbnail to load it as a selection.
Choose the Lasso tool (L). Hold
down the Option (PC: Ctrl) key to
subtract from the current selection
and remove portions of the selec-
tion that are over the highlight areas (use the style you just
created as a guide). You should be left with a selection of just
the shadow areas (see example). Click on the Foreground
color swatch, choose a gold color (R:200, G:154, B:89), and
click OK. Press Option-Delete (PC: Alt-Backspace) to fill the
selection. Change the blend mode to Overlay in the Layers
panel. Press Command-D (PC: Ctrl-D) to deselect.

sTEPFIVE: Click on the Add a
Layer Style icon and choose Inner
Shadow. Enter 100% for Opacity
and 8 px for Size. Choose Gradient
Overlay from the Styles list. Choose
Overlay as the Blend Mode, enter 58°
for Angle, and click OK to apply the
two layer styles.

STEP SIX:Create a new layer
(Layer 2). Command-click (PC: Ctrl-
click) on the text layer thumbnail
to load it as a selection. Choose
the Lasso tool from the Toolbox.
This time, subtract the portions
of the selection that are over the
shadow areas (see example). Click
on the Foreground color swatch,
choose a gray color (R:162, G:161,
B:167), and click OK. Press Option-
Delete (PC: Alt-Backspace) to fill the selection. Deselect.
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