TITLE  Google Document Persuasive Essays

AUTHOR  Aimee Orr

GRADE LEVEL  8
APPROXIMATE TIME NEEDED 3-4 class periods of 50 minutes each for essay; add’l 1-2 days for Google Account setup and info, if needed

PREREQUISITES  Google Accounts for each student; basic knowledge of a 4-5 paragraph essay

BRIEF OVERVIEW

This lesson introduces the use of Google Documents for the Language Arts classroom for generating, editing, saving, and revising students’ work.  The essays produced are 4-paragraph persuasive essays.

OBJECTIVES  Students will outline, brainstorm, write, and edit a four-paragraph persuasive essay on one of four topics previously chosen by instructor.  Students will create and edit this essay using Google Docs online word processor.  Students share access to their essays with a few classmates and the teacher for editing and comments.  Final drafts are turned in twice—one hard copy, one submission via “share.”

Academic CCG(s)/strand

EL.08.WR.10 Create compositions that engage the reader, have a clear message, a coherent thesis, and end with a clear and well-supported conclusion. 

EL.08.WR.11 Support theses or conclusions with quotations, opinions from experts, paraphrases, analogies, and/or similar devices. 

EL.08.WR.27 Write persuasive compositions:

· Include a well-defined thesis that makes a clear and knowledgeable judgment or appeal.

· Present detailed evidence, examples, and reasoning to support arguments, differentiating between facts and opinions.

· Provide details, reasons, and examples, arranging them effectively by anticipating and answering reader concerns and counter-arguments.

Technology standards (NETS)

1a: Students apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, and processes.

2a: Students interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media.

3b: Students collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.

6a, b, d: Students understand and use tech systems, select and use apps effectively and productively, and transfer current knowledge to learning of new tech.

INSTRUCTION/PROCEDURE  

Pass out Persuasive Essay Outline.

Select topic from list of four (smoking in restaurants, sex education in schools, death penalty, give me $1000).  Make T-chart on board with “pro” and “con” arguments on both sides.  Allow students to volunteer reasons for opinions.  Make sure there are plenty and an even distribution.  Ask students to brainstorm their own reasons to one of the four topics.

Use Outline to transfer brainstormed ideas to essay form.

Students will have set up Google Accounts (with access to Gmail, Calendar, and Docs) previously.  5-minute review if needed.  10-minute introduction to Docs.

Write rough draft of essay using Outline and Google Docs.

Share essay with four classmates and instructor.  Each student must read and insert comments and suggestions; instructor gives go-ahead for final draft.

Final draft is finished and either e-mailed as attachment or shared again with instructor.  Copy printed out for backup.

MODIFICATIONS FOR SPECIAL NEEDS STUDENTS

Brainstorm one essay topic as a class; T-chart on board (or SmartBoard, if you’re lucky enough to have one) with arguments for both “sides” volunteered from all students.  Try to get at least seven on each side of T-chart; this shows students that not only are both “sides” valid, so long as you have rationale, but there are plenty to choose from.  Special needs students can then use the reasons listed on the board to scaffold their essay—they need not start from scratch on a different topic.

MODIFICATIONS FOR TAG STUDENTS

In order to enhance their persuasive essay with bolstering, fact-driven arguments, TAG students can research, quote, and cite sources in their essays, including a bibliography.  Others include epigrams and statistics if they have the time and desire. 

MOTIVATION

Instant messaging for editing and question answers is fun and quick as well as helpful.  Kids enjoy having an “online file cabinet” and access to WWW “server” where they can save their work.  “Sharing” work allows quick response to edits and submissions.  

Kids like the tech.

HOW WILL THE TECHNOLOGY TOOL ENHANCE LEARNING?

· Word processing “tools” help with grammar, spelling

· Ability to share edits and newer drafts—peer evaluation and instant feedback

· Results accessible by teacher as well as accountable—Google keeps a record of all edits.

ASSESSMENT

Rubric for essay: students will be graded on four aspects of essay, adherence to instructiors, and peer evaluation

REQUIRED HARDWARE Class set of laptops or computer lab with internet access; printer; projector and screen

REQUIRED SOFTWARE Internet browser with capability to access Google Tools

REQUIRED TEACHER PREPARATION: Student passwords (for online access, NOT Google); Google Tools knowhow; all students’ Google account usernames

WEB SITES AND OTHER TECHNOLOGY: Google Tools (www.gmail.com and www.docs.google.com) 

OTHER MATERIALS Persuasive Essay explanation and packet; outline; e-mail addresses of class
