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U.S. - The Early Years - Ch. 3, 4, & 6 Study Guide 
Complete the following questions to prepare for the quiz.  

You may not use this study guide to assist you on the quiz, but you may use your reading notes.  
You do not need to answer in formal response. 

Ch. 3 Age of Exploration 
1. Why did most Europeans want to start exploring? 

 
 

2. How did Christopher Columbus convince the King and Queen of Spain to fund his journey? 
 
 

3. Why are Native Americans called Indians? 
 
 

4. Where did the Conquistadores mostly explore & conquer? 
 

5. How did Conquistadores conquer powerful empires like Inca & Aztec? 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Complete the social hierarchy of Spanish societies of the Americas: 

 
 

7. What was the Northwest Passage, and what 4 other places were found during the (unsuccessful) 
search for it? 
 
 
 
 

8. Who was Sir Francis Drake? 



Ch. 4 - Slavery in the Americas 
 

1. Describe why/how the practice of African slavery began in the Americas.  Name and describe 4 events 
that led to the start of African slavery. 

a. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

b. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

c. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

d. ____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Complete the map below about the Atlantic Slave Trade: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Describe what was being exchanged in the areas: 

a. Europe - Africa: ______________________________________ 

b. Africa - West Indies: __________________________________ 

c. Africa - North America: ________________________________ 

d. North America - Europe: _______________________________ 

e. West Indies - Europe: _________________________________ 

f. West Indies - North America: ___________________________ 



Ch. 6 - The Thirteen Colonies 
1. Describe the three types of colonies: 

a. Chartered: ______________________________________________________________ 

b. Proprietary: ______________________________________________________________ 

c. Royal: __________________________________________________________________ 

2. Complete the forms below to briefly describe six of the colonies established after Virginia (you choose 

the six): 

Colony Name Type of Colony Who founded (person 
and/or group)? 

When was it 
founded? 

One unique feature of the 
colony? 

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

    

 

 

Lastly, be sure to study your vocabulary words, as there will be a vocab section on the quiz! 
The words are . . .  

cash crop congregation covenant diaspora debtor  
 
encomienda immunity    mutiny         pilgrim slavery viceroy 
 


